Students’ Association 
= Film and Television Institute of India, 
Law College Road, 
Pune: 411004 


Date — 02/08/2015 


Dear Pondicherry University students, 


The students of the Film and Television Institute of India (FTI) have been deeply disturbed and 
concerned at the events that have recently transpired at the Pondicherry University. The series of 
accusations against the Vice Chancellor Chandra Krishnamurthy are extremely serious and 
disconcerting. They raise several questions over how a serious investigation hasn't been carried out 
against the series of charges filed against her in her tenure. 


It would appear that Krishnamurthy was never qualified to be a VC in the first place, and the fact that 
she was not only appointed but has already served for more than 2 years in a tenure that has been 
characterized by financial irregularities, administrative incompetence and violation of statutes of the 
university, in addition to human rights violations is astonishing to say the least and the students of the 
FTII are deeply stirred and upset at being exposed to these reports. 


In the face of the deplorable conditions, inadequate infrastructure and bureaucratic resistance your 
students are having to put themselves through amidst realities of financial irregularities and 
incompetence from the administration, and the absolutely unacceptable police brutality, the students of 
the FTI immensely admire you for staying united and standing tall in the face of the apathy from the 
powers that be. We do sincerely believe, from our own experience, that it is in times like these that it 
becomes most important for students like us who have not yet been quashed and stifled by the rampant 
apathy and indifference prevalent in our country to stand up and be heard, and it in that light that we 
harbor tremendous respect and admiration in our hearts for the cause you're standing up for and want to 
express Our most sincere message that we stand in solidarity with you. 


The fact that individuals such as Chandra Krishnamurthy and several more, such as the ones in our own 
FTII society, the apex governing body of our own institution, can not only exist but also thrive in senior 
and fundamental academic positions like these reflect an extremely systematic and fundamental flaw in 
our education systems and enables what should be unacceptable government interference in academia. 


We do hope that the government interferes and engages with it's students and hears out your concerns 
at the earliest. For the time being though we would like to stress once again that we stand with you in 
solidarity and whilst our own engagements and battles with the central government over the members 
appointed to preside over us are at the moment taking up all our time and energy, we stand with you in 
spirit and remain keen to hear how we can possibly help you in your cause. 


In Solidarity, 
Students’ Association FTII 


